Why Rudolph’s Nose is Red

The Great North Wind is usually quite peaceful. He will go his way and let you go yours. But from time to time he is very angry with the people on earth. He doesn’t like so many planes and balloons and rockets and kites in his air.

“I don’t want them any longer”, he roars, “and I’m going kill all the people who make them, too.”

When the Great North Wind feels like that, be careful ! He will blow and blow until he blows your head off if he can.

One year Santa and the elves were working fast, trying to get ready for Christmas. But this time everything was going wrong – and Christmas was getting closer and closer.

One by one they all caught the flu – Santa, then the elves, then the reindeer. 

For a while Mrs Santa gave them her powerful medicine. But the medicine wasn’t strong enough. And then she caught the flu, too.

It was a very difficult situation. They couldn’t finish all the toys for the children.  But the situation became more difficult.

Because about that time the Great North Wind decided to send a terrible storm.

“I can’t wait any longer now”, he said, “I will kill them all”, he shouted. And he began to get ready to attack all of the men and women and children on earth.

The reindeer were in their stables when the Great North Wind shouted his frightening words, and they were very afraid. 

“We must warn Santa”, they whispered. “He must know about this !” 

So they went in to see Santa, and told him what they had heard. “This is serious”, Santa said, sitting in his bed, “very serious indeed !” He stroked his beard, his hand was white. “We must warn the people of the world. Who can we send ? I’m too sick. All the elves are sick.  Are all the reindeer sick, too ?” Santa asked. “No, there is one who isn’t”, was the answer, “Young Rudolph”. 

“Then we must send him”, Santa said. “I will write a letter and he can take it to the people of the world.”

That night Rudolph started his flight. He felt very lonely but he knew his mission was very important. When he started …

